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Atlanta Building Boom Shaping Up For 1953 


By WILLIAM H. WELLS* 


Building permits issued by the city building inspec- 
tor indicate that construction within Atlanta’s city lim- 
its soared upward at a record pace during the first four 
months of 1953 to a total valuation of $22,495,392 and 
it seems highly probable that another record building 
year lies ahead. 

Stated value of all buildings for which permits were 
issued in the first four months of 1953 is 2% greater 
than the value of all permits issued through the entire 
year 1946, is 81% of the 1947 total, 70% of 1948, 73.5% 
of 1945, 47% of 1950 (the post-war record year in At- 
lanta), 62% of 1951, and more than half, 53.7%, of the 
1952 total. The accompanying column chart shows total 
valuation of permits issued during each month of the 
vears 1946 through 1952 and the first four months of 
1953. Each month is shown as a component of the year’s 
total. 

In another chart the valuation of permits for one- 
family dwelling units is compared with the valuation 
of permits issued for public buildings and apartment 
houses. For the purpose of this chart, public buildings 
consist primarily of buildings for business or public 
purposes: i.e., hotels, theaters, churches, factories, and 
schyols. The predominating influence of public build. 
ings in the total is apparent. 

In 1950 the value of all building in Atlanta reached 
a postwar peak that is still a record. During that year 
Mr. Wells is the Statistician in the Division of Research, School 
of Business Administration, Atlanta Division, University of Georgia. 
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public buildings made up 59 per cent of the total while 
one-family brick and frame dwelling units constituted 
only 22 ner cent. In that year valuation of permits for 
public buildings reached $24.4 million, 68 percent above 
1948’s $16.9 million, the previous postwar peak year. 

In 1946, 1947, and 1948 valuation of permits for one- 
family dwellings dropped during each year, falling 22 
per cent during the period, while the number of units 
authorized dropped 40 per cent. Valuation of permits for 
public buildings, on the other hand, increased 109 per 
cent to account for a substantial part of the 38 per cent 
increase over the period in valuation of all permits is- 
sued. In 1951 and 1952, the trend was reversed, so that 
in 1952 total valuation of permits for one-family dwell- 
ings, after a sharp drop from 1949 to 1950, stood at 
$16.8 million, 87 per cent above 1950’s $9 million and 
163 per cent above 1951’s $6.4 million. 

In spite of the fact that the trend in value of all 
building rose rapidly from 1946 to 1952, the number of 
one-family dwelling units authorized decreased during 
each year of the period until 1952, except for moderate 
rises in 1949 and 1950. In 1951 the number of such per- 
mits stood 44 per cent below 1946. In 1952, however, 
there was a tremendous upsurge in the number of 
houses authorized. During that year permits were is- 
sued for 1,634 one-family houses, 321 more than the 
1946 record. This activity began in January 1952, has 
continued until the present time, and was still increas- 
ing in April of 1953. 
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PERMITS FOR ONE-FAMILY DWELLING UNITS* 
AND FOR PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
AND APARTMENT HOUSES—CITY OF ATLANTA 
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Value of public buildings authorized has fallen each 


year since 1950, but remained at a high level during 
the first four months of 1953. The $8 million Fulton 
National Bank Building and the $8 million Sweat Road 
low-rent housing project, on which work will probably 
be begun this year, and the new $2 million addition 
to the Atlanta Division, University of Georgia, which is 
to be started this summer], practically assure that 1953 
will be a record construction year in the city of At- 
lanta. 

Only in one year, 1946, has the first four months con- 
stituted 36 per cent of the annual total. In that year 
March, only, in relation to the other months, was ex- 
traordinarily large. Even based on 1946 experiences, 


1Permits are not required for 
State of Georgia. 
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however, and assuming that the first four months 1953 
would likewise represent 41.9 per cent of the total for 
the year, activity can be said to be at an annual rate of 
nearly $54 million. But when based on the average first 
four months of the seven previous years (32.7 per cent 
of the total) the annual rate jumps to a very large $72 
million! A still higher estimate would be obtained if 
the first quarter of 1952 were used as base, since in 
that year the first four months constituted 30.9 per 
cent of the whole year. The annual rate on that basis 
would be $77 million. 

These estimates are, of course, unreliable, since many 
factors subject to sudden changes could have a decided 
influence in throwing the estimate off in either direc- 
tion. 

But of one thing we are more confident: 
be a good year for construction in Atlanta. 


1953 will 





